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ABOUT THE DISTRICT
Minnehaha Conservation District was created in 1941 to administer resource 
conservation within the boundaries of Minnehaha County in southeastern 
South Dakota. The District is self-governed and has the authority to enter into
working agreements with government agencies and private citizens to carry 
out its purposes.

ACCOMPLISHMENTS IN 2022
55 acres of trees were machine planted for farmsteads, feedlots, field 
windbreaks, and wildlife habitats.
 
The survival rate for new plantings was 89%.
 
88 producers/landowners participated in grass seeding throughout 
Minnehaha County, seeding: alfalfa, cool season grass, native grass, and 
cover crops.
 
15,000 bare root and potted trees were sold, with 137 customers 
purchasing.
 
The City of Sioux Falls continued a valued partnership, receiving services 
such as dispersal of bio-solids and soil sampling, along with various urban 
conservation efforts.
 
Outreach efforts included: our website, social media, Big Sioux River 
Project, Queen Bee Day, Pollinator Day at Good Earth, committee work 
regarding Sustainable Sioux Falls, state technical meetings, various 
conferences, and our annual tree flyer.
 
Educational activities were: the 29th Annual Sioux Empire Water Festival 
(area 4th graders), land judging contest for FFA students, Earth Team 
volunteers, state speech contest, Arbor Day contest, urban conservation 
webinars and outreach, Dewey C. Gevik Outdoor Conservation Learning 
Area, and various projects with local community groups to enhance 
habitat.
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The Minnehaha Conservation District will have their Board Election on 
Tuesday, February 14, with absentee voting open up until that date. 
Please contact us with any questions regarding this election.
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SERVICES OFFERED BY THE MINNEHAHA CONSERVATION DISTRICT
• All varieties of grass seed available (native, crops, traditional lawn, etc.)
• Brush work and removal
• Fabric Installation
• Habitat development through wildlife plot and pollinator seeding
• Native grass seeding for: tree rows, waterways, terraces, pastures, and yards
• No-till drill seeding for: soybeans, alfalfa, oats, and wheat
• Tilling for tree planting or grass seeding preparation
• Tree plantings for: shelterbelts, windbreaks, and wildlife plantings (machine only)
• Weed control (mechanical and chemical)

TREE PLANTING ADVICE
To give trees the best chance for success, it is important to make sure 
care is taken throughout the entire tree planting process. Something to 
not overlook is what soils work best for the trees you are wanting to plant, 
as various tree species perform better in specific conditions. It is also 
important to properly manage the ground to be planted and take the 
necessary time needed to make the area suitable. Work to prepare a site 
for planting often starts the year before you plant, making sure to manage 
grasses, weeds, and crops accordingly. In addition, make sure to be aware 
of chemical carryover times as these can be longer than expected, and a 
soil test is suggested if this is of concern.

When planting your trees, it is extremely important to make sure roots are protected and kept moist. If using potted 
ones, make sure they are regularly watered. If using bareroot trees, make sure they are kept in a cool shady place 
and are planted in a timely manner. When digging your hole, it is important to make it large enough to accommodate 
the root system and that the tree is placed just deep enough to cover the roots.  Soil should be packed firmly around 
the tree to remove air pockets. Afterwards, water your trees and continue to regularly water them as they become 
established.

After planting, it is important to monitor your trees and look for issues that could be affecting their health. Weeds 
and concerning grasses need to be removed regularly as they take away resources vital to the tree’s growth. This 
maintenance should be done until the shade provided by the tree eliminates the need. Barriers to livestock are also 
important to consider as animal traffic can compact the soil, reducing water filtration. Various repellents, tree tubes, 
fencing, and more may also be needed to avoid animal damage from rodents or deer. Watch for disease and insects 
as well, addressing any sign of them immediately upon their discovery. When in doubt, always make sure to discuss 
any questions or concerns with a trusted authority regarding tree matters, and you will be on the right track.

DEWEY C GEVIK OUTDOOR CONSERVATION LEARNING AREA
Looking for an area to take in nature in Minnehaha County? Located just 
one-half mile west of Wall Lake, the Dewey C Gevik Outdoor 
Conservation Learning Area showcases natural resources and 
conservation practices as you explore on the walking trail that runs 
through it. This educational experience, created to help filter the water 
flowing into Wall Lake, features rock crossings, shelterbelts, native 
grass plantings, observation decks, and more.  

The Minnehaha Conservation District is honored to continue managing 
and maintaining this area for the public. With over 94 bird species 
spotted, improved water testing results, and more conservation wins 
provided by the site, we cannot wait to see what else this unique feature 
will provide in the future. Image by Alina Krone-Hedman
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QTY. BARE ROOT SHRUBS HT. COST QTY. BARE ROOT TALL TREES HT.  COST QTY. MISCELLANEOUS PRODUCTS TOTAL
 Almond, Russian 'Regal' 5'  30' WILDFLOWER MIX - Prairie Grass & Wildflower $48.00

 Aronia 'McKenzie' 8'  Catalpa, Northern 50'  (Covers approximately 1,000 sq. ft.)

 Buffaloberry 12'  Cherry, Black 50'  WEED BARRIER - 4' x 4' Sq. (includes 5 staples) $7.00
 Caragana 14'  Cottonwood, Northwest 80'  WEED BARRIER - 6' x 500' roll

 Cotoneaster, Peking 8'  Cottonwood, Seedless 80'  WEED BARRIER  - 6' wide

 Cranberry, American Highbush 10'  Elm, American 50'  8" FABRIC STAPLES 

 Currant, American Black 5'  Hackberry 55'  8" FABRIC STAPLES  - Box of 500

 Dogwood, Red Stemmed 7'  Honeylocust 50'  TREE SHELTER - 4'

Indigo, False 8' Kentucky Coffee Tree 75' TREE SHELTER - 5'

 Juneberry 15'  Linden, American (Basswood) 60'  STAKES

 Lilac, Common 12'  Linden, Little Leaf 40'  PLANTSKYDD - 1 lb. box powder concentrate $29.95

 Rose, Hansen Hedge 5'  Maple, Silver 60'  PLANTSKYDD - 2.2 lb. box powder concentrate $49.95

 Sumac, Smooth 10'  Oak, Bur 30' PLANTSKYDD - 1 lb. granular $12.95

 Sumac, Skunkbush 8'  Poplar, Lombardy 50' PLANTSKYDD - 3 lb. granular $26.95

Willow, Sandbar 10'  Walnut, Black 50' PLANTSKYDD - 7 lb. granular $44.95

 40'  PLANTSKYDD - 1 qt. pre-mixed spray $21.95

  PLANTSKYDD - 1.3 gal. pre-mixed spray $59.95

 

 QTY. BARE ROOT CONIFERS HT.  COST  

 75'

50'

50'

 

 

 

QTY. BARE ROOT MEDIUM TREES HT. COST QTY.

Apricot, Manchurian 24'  50'

 Cherry, Pin 30' 50'

Chokecherry 24'

Chokecherry, Amur 25' QTY.

Chokecherry, 'Schubert' 24' 20'

 Crabapple, Midwest 30' 20'

 Crabapple, Red Splendor 30' 20'

 Crabapple, Siberian 30'  

 Maple, Amur 20'

 Mulberry 24'

 Olive, Russian 20'

 Pear, Harbin 'McDermand' 15'

 Plum, Native 18'

 Plum, 'Prairie Red' 18'

 Willow, Laurel Leaf 40'

Cortland

BARE ROOT APPLE TREES - 4-5' - Price is $65.00

Ht. = maximum height at 20 yrs.

Call 605-330-4515, ext. 3
or email: info@minnehahacd.org

We design shelterbelts!

Payment is due at time of order.

15" Black Hills Spruce

  ___ Cash   ___ Visa   ___ MasterCard   ___ Check #_____
Card no.:  __ __ __ __ - __ __ __ __ - __ __ __ __ - __ __ __ __

Exp. Date: ____ / _________            CVC Code: __  __  __

http://www.minnehahacd.org 

NO WARRANTY ON TREES - $4.25 per tree or (bundle of 25 - same species - $95.00 - NO WARRANTY ON TREES

VIEW TREE SPECIES AT:                          

$230.00

 City, State & Zip__________________________________________________________________________________
 Phone ______________________________________________________________
 E-mail ________________________________________________________ 

                                      TOTAL PAYMENT

METHOD OF PAYMENT:

                       Subtotal
                                Sales Tax (4.5%)

Please Note:  Bare Root and Machine Planting Orders are due by March 10, 2023.  Prices are effective 10-01-2022.

Spruce, Colorado Blue

2023 ORDER FORM                                                         

 Date _______________
 Customer _______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 Billing Address ______________________________________________________________________________

PRICE

LARGE POTTED CONIFERS - Price is $28.00 per pot

Honey Crisp

$0.25

$5.64

$3.50

$0.75/ft.

$85.00

Buckeye, Ohio

$6.90

Willow, Golden

Red Cedar, Eastern

Pine, Ponderosa

Red McIntosh

15" Colorado Blue Spruce

Minnehaha
Conservation

District
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SEASONAL HELP POSITION
MCD is in need of seasonal help to provide assistance in tree planting, fabric 
work, seeding, order fulfillment, and other tasks this spring/summer. 
Interested parties must be comfortable in agricultural settings, be able to 
regularly lift and move items up to 50 lbs, negotiate tough terrain, and be 
comfortable working primarily outdoors. Individuals must have strong public 
relations skills, have a valid driver’s license, pass any necessary background 
check requirements, and understand the operation of farming equipment. 
Should be age 16 or older to apply.

*MCD requires assistance during various times of the year in addition to late 
spring/summer labor, including, but not limited to: tree sales, shed 
maintenance/organization, and more. Additional hours for seasonal 
employees may be available.

Applications and full position descriptions are available by contacting:
Minnehaha Conservation District
2408 E. Benson Rd.
Sioux Falls, SD 57104
Phone: (605) 330-4515 Ext. 3
Email: info@minnehahacd.org

Applications and resumes will be accepted until positions are filled.

MCD is an Equal Opportunity Employer and prohibits discrimination and harassment of all persons based on race, 
color, sex, religion, sexual orientation, gender identity, national or ethnic origin, age, disability, veteran status or other 
protected class.

SIOUX EMPIRE WATER FESTIVAL VOLUNTEER
Minnehaha Conservation District (MCD) is in need of volunteers to assist at this 
year's Sioux Empire Water Festival (March 7-8), an annual event for area 4th graders 
held at the University of Sioux Falls. Interested individuals would assist in daily 
set-up, clean-up, staffing hospitality tables, as well as helping presenters and school 
groups. Interested volunteers will need to work at least a half day (8:15AM-11:15AM 
if wishing to help in the morning, 11:30AM-2:30PM if wishing to help in the 
afternoon).  If possible, volunteers helping on the afternoon of March 8 are asked to 
stay longer to assist with taking down the event. All volunteers will receive a gift and 
refreshments throughout the day as a thank you for their help.  Volunteers helping 
for a full day will also receive lunch. 

Anyone who has questions or is looking to volunteer should contact Alina 
Krone-Hedman at minnehaha.urbanconservation@gmail.com, or call 605-595-8052.

MINNEHAHA CONSERVATION DISTRICT

OPPORTUNITIES
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SEASONAL RIPARIAN AREA MANAGEMENT
Seasonal Riparian Area Management (SRAM) is an innovative, flexible conservation 
program designed for producers to increase soil health, pasture vigor, forage 
biomass, and overall herd health. Its goal is to restore water quality in the Big Sioux 
River Watershed by decreasing the amount of E. coli bacteria, sediment, and 
nutrient loading in the water source. This not only provides a benefit to livestock 
health, but to stream health and improved water quality.

Partners enrolled in SRAM practices can also receive financial assistance to install an alternative water source for 
their livestock, such as a water tank or well. Grazing livestock with fresh, clean, and unpolluted drinking water leads 
to healthier herds, results in an increased rate of gain, and ultimately provides a greater return on investment.

Requirements for enrollment:
• SRAM partners are required to defer grazing near or in riparian areas, such as creeks and rivers, from April 1st - 

September 30th of each contracted year.
• Grazing is allowed for the entire pasture, including SRAM area, between October 1st - March 31st.
• Producers are not required to fence SRAM area but are required to provide an alternative water source for 

livestock, such as a well or tank. BSRP also provides additional opportunities for a cost share rate of 75% for 
new water development projects to help producers meet this requirement.

• Grazed acres of pasture can be hayed once during the summer months, after June 15th, so long as a 4"-6" 
stubble height is maintained.

• If SRAM pasture is hayed twice in the same year, grazing is not allowed from October 1 - April 1 of the next year.

Payment:
Landowners who enter a contract will receive a one-time up-front payment in full on enrolled pastureland for the 
lifetime of the contract (10 or 15 years).

SRAM funding is currently available to those landowners who own or rent riparian pastureland immediately 
adjacent to the Big Sioux River, Skunk Creek, and their tributaries.

Contact the Big Sioux River Project to learn more and enroll in SRAM for 2023!
www.bigsiouxriver.com | (605) 759-2650

Big Sioux River Project

Before SRAM (2013) After (2021)
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AVAILABLE ASSISTANCE

Looking at ways to improve your operation or address resource concerns? Natural Resource Conservation Service 
(NRCS) provides technical assistance by a variety of professionals. There are also several financial assistance 
opportunities through USDA conservation programs, including: Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP), 
Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) and Agricultural Conservation Easement Program (ACEP). Contact the 
Minnehaha NRCS office to start the planning process and ask about other opportunities that might be out there to 
address your resource concerns. To receive the most up to date information on NRCS financial opportunities, sign 
up for announcements on Farmers.gov. There you can select topics and receive county specific information.

Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP):  
Applications can be continuously taken at the local NRCS office. Application deadline is typically in the fall of each 
year. NRCS provides conservation planning and cost share assistance to help implement conservation practices on 
a variety of resource concerns. The practices included below are available, plus many more:
  
Cover Crops Pipelines/Tanks Residue Management          High Tunnels
Fencing Ag Waste System Grassed Waterways              Windbreak/Shelterbelt Renovation

For additional information, visit www.nrcs.usda.gov/EQIP

Conservation Stewardship Program (CstwP): 
Applications can be continuously taken at the local NRCS office.  This conservation program is built to assist 
producers in taking their operation to the next level by implementing enhancements.  Whether you are looking for 
agricultural improvements or are experimenting with new ideas, this program could be ideal for you.

For additional information, visit www.nrcs.usda.gov/CSP

Agricultural Conservation Easement Program (ACEP): 
Applications can be continuously taken at the local NRCS office.  NRCS provides financial and technical assistance 
to help conserve agricultural lands and wetlands, through agricultural land easements (ALE) or wetland reserve 
easements (WRE).  ALE allows eligible partners financial assistance to protect agricultural and conservation uses of 
eligible lands.  WRE helps restore, protect, and enhance wetlands and associated upland acres.

For additional information, visit www.nrcs.usda.gov/ACEP

If looking to perform shelterbelt renovation or plant wildlife habitat, there are now two possible funding 
opportunities available through MCD.

Minnehaha Wildlife Habitat Project: 
Contact our office to apply. For use in the planting of native grasses and plants to assist wildlife (Nesting areas, 
pollinator plots, etc.). Funding will cover 40% of costs associated with seed and technical assistance.

Minnehaha Shelterbelt Renovation Project: 
Contact our office to apply. For use in renovating shelterbelts to assist in reduction of soil erosion. Funding amount 
available based off work needed.



By: Mary Lou Lacey

The original idea of water festivals for school aged students began in 1988 with the “Children’s Groundwater 
Festival” in Grand Island Nebraska. Due to the success of the festival, which is still being held and will be 
celebrating 35 years of water related education in 2023, the idea soon spread. Water Festivals and Ground 
Water Festivals are now being held in 42 states throughout the U.S., as well as in Mexico, Canada, India, and 
the United Kingdom. There are six held in South Dakota alone, taking place in Brookings, Vermillion, Spearfish, 
Huron, and Pierre in addition to Sioux Falls. The “Big Sioux Water Festival” came first after being organized by 
Jerry Siegel, Manager of the East Dakota Water Development District in Brookings, South Dakota. That festival 
was held May 18th, 1993 in Brookings, inspiring him to propose the Sioux Falls area create their own water 
festival and soon after, the “Sioux Empire Water Festival” was born.

The early supporters of the Sioux Empire Water Festival (SEWF) were 
the Minnehaha Conservation District, East Dakota Water Development 
District, the City of Sioux Falls, and Augustana College, along with 
many other dedicated supporters stepping up to organize this now 
cherished event. The people making up the committee came from 
many different backgrounds and businesses, including: Sioux Falls 
PTA, Sioux Falls Water Purification Plant, Sioux Falls Health 
Department, Augustana College, Sioux Falls Parks Department, 
Minnehaha County Planning, South Dakota Game, Fish and Parks, 
Minnehaha Conservation District, SDSU Extension Service, EROS Data 
Center, Sioux Falls Junior League, S.D. Rural Water Systems, American 
Red Cross, Natural Resources Conservation Service and Lincoln 
Conservation District. Many of these people not only served on that 
planning committee, but also gave presentations, provided exhibit hall 
demonstrations, ran the Quiz Bowl event, staffed the teacher resource 
room, and organized the many volunteers during the event.  Since that 
first festival, more organizations continue to be added to grow this 
experience that is currently hosted at the University of Sioux Falls, with 
them having proudly taken it on for the past 25 years.

Over two thousand fourth graders attend this annual two-day festival, 
where students get to see, touch, feel, and experience the things they 
are being educated about to make it easy and interesting to learn. The 
students get one session in the Exhibit Hall, located in the gymnasium, 
where they  get to wear a life vest as they jump into a canoe or kayak 
to feel what it is like to paddle down a river, look through microscopes 
to see real water organisms moving around, squirm through a “worm 
tunnel” to experience what it is like being a worm in the soil, and watch 
how water can erode a streambank to cause sedimentation via a 
stream table with real moving water. Other favorite activities include 
standing in a life-sized bubble, seeing how plants grow in hydroponic 
solutions, watching how soils can filter and clean water, touching the 
hides of water-loving animals as they learn how they lived, and of 
course getting to see a one-sixth sized Blue Whale on the floor of this 
room of endless activities. The noise and excitement levels show 
everyone in there that fun learning is taking place.

Sioux Empire Water Festival Turns 30:
Three Decades of Educating Local Youth
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In their fourth-grade year, 
students go through a science 
curriculum that covers the 
environment, natural resources, 
and water related topics. This is 
the right time to capture the 
attention of this naturally 
inquisitive age group in the hope 
that as these kids get older, they 
will understand the importance 
of all our natural resources, 
especially water. One of the early 
founders of the festival said, “We 
just feel fourth-graders are at the 
age where they need to be aware 
of their natural resources and 
how important they are.”This 
precious resource is a central 
factor in all aspects of our lives, 
with the goal of the festival being 
to increase awareness of the 
many uses of water and to 
preserve its quality for all future 
generations. This group of kids 
will soon be in colleges, finding 
careers of their own, and voting 
on important environmental 
decisions that will affect the 
overall health of the planet, along 
with the living creatures on it.

Why 
Fourth 
Graders?



Besides spending time in the exhibit hall, the students attend three other presentations in classrooms spread 
throughout the campus to continue their day at the festival. They get a thrill walking around a college campus 
and going into all the classrooms to “pan for gold”, attend the quiz bowl contest, learn how trees use water, 
make music with water, create “water magic”, test water for oxygen levels, observe how much water is used by 
families and business’s in the U.S., see how water is made reusable, take in how dams make hydroelectricity, 
better understand how the water cycle works… again, the opportunities never seem to end before it is time for 
the eager students to leave. Based on the high numbers of schools that return to the SEWF every year the 
teachers also value the high quality, diverse learning that goes on. We are now even hosting students whose 
parents attended this event years ago, as it is estimated the SEWF has had over seventy thousand students 
come through since it began!

It takes a small army to make this annual event happen and we are all overjoyed to see that we are now at the 
30th annual Sioux Empire Water Festival. Our deep appreciation goes out to the sponsors, presenters, 
volunteers, groups that staff the Exhibit Hall, the University of Sioux Falls, and their employees that help put 
this event on from set up to clean up. We are also thankful for all the companies and agencies who donate 
through sitting on the planning committee to create these lasting learning experiences, providing financial 
resources to the festival, teaching classroom presentations, creating exhibit hall displays, supplying 
teacher/student resources, running the quiz bowl event, in addition to giving countless hours to keep this 
amazing festival coming back. Here’s to an unforgettable thirty years of providing area students with 
memories of a lifetime as we look forward to even more years to come.

Shirt Designs Throughout the Years:
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THE SOCIAL IMPACT OF FOOD
Written by Rachel Frei, South Dakota NRCS Urban Conservationist

Now, I cannot speak for you, but when I think about food, I not only think of where it comes from or what I will 
be having next, but I often think of how it connects us. Food seems to have this unique superpower to bring 
people together regardless of one’s culture, because you do not need to understand what someone is saying to 
speak the language of food. If it’s a work potluck, Christmas dinner at the in-laws, or lunch with friends, food 
will be involved. With the holidays just having past, this socialness of food is undeniable because at the end of 
the day, we all need to eat. 

However, the “socialness” of food goes much deeper than cherished memories around a table. You could even 
say it is more than just meat and potatoes. But all kidding aside, the how and why we’ve produced food 
throughout history was often social responses to many widespread crises. Food unites us, heals us, and helps 
us continue on.

One of the greatest examples are the well-known Victory 
Gardens of World War l & ll. With the war ravaging across the 
ocean, many materials were in short supply.  The US 
Government tasked those homebound to grow their own food 
and serve their country by helping to provide these critical 
goods. The program was a wild success, with 528 million 
pounds of food produced from 5 million gardens in WWI and 
20 million gardens producing half of the country’s produce in 
WWII. 

Community gardens, urban green spaces, Farmer’s Markets 
and Co-op’s were also a part of larger social movements 
through history. Back in the 1920s during the Progressive Era, 
there was the Beautification movement to combat industrial 
and urban sprawl through creating more green spaces within 
cities. Later in 1950s-70s, Civil Rights and Grassroots 
movements inspired community gardens, along with green 
space, to provide safe gathering places for all.  Additionally, 
we see community gardens and farmers markets cherished 
in underserved communities or in neighborhoods who share 
a long history of immigration. These gardens and markets 
not only create food sovereignty, but they help maintain a 
deeply held food culture from one’s homeland. 

These are just the tip of the iceberg when it comes to historical social food movements, and today is no 
exception. Our current crises are global sicknesses, climate concerns, food shortages – the works! As seen 
throughout history, we respond through food. Farmer’s Markets, Community Supported Agriculture (CSAs), 
Co-Ops and everything in between are more prevalent now than ever before. We want to know where our food 
comes from and want to support our local food providers to keep things growing. Many of us are even taking 
control of our food system and growing it ourselves, composting to reduce waste, and more. However, the real 
social change will be by having us all work together, and I am thinking if anything can do that, it will be food 
once again.

To watch “Mrs. T and Her Cabbage Patch,” a 1941 film inspired by Victory Gardens please use this link: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C9xLQBUi6Ic

Photo from “Mrs. T And Her Cabbage Patch”

Mrs. Turner, called Mrs. T, cooks and digs for 
Victory. She grows herbs in her window-box. 

Cress on a plate. Her allotment she keeps in an 
excellent state. With potatoes and carrots, and 
onions in rows, while each cabbage and cauli-
flower lavishly grows. So the Turners eat well, 
and the food they don’t need, the Community 

Kitchen can use up with speed. The U-boats and 
Dorniers will soon meet their match, when each 

one of us feeds off our own cabbage patch.

“Mrs. T and Her Cabbage Patch”



To view TREE SPECIES or DOWNLOAD AN ORDER FORM 
visit our WEBSITE at: https://minnehahacd.org

Minnehaha
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Minnehaha Conservation District
2408 E. Benson Road
Sioux Falls, SD 57104-7018

Phone: 605-370-3480

Check out our website: https://minnehahacd.org


